[Biliary complications of laparoscopic cholecystectomy: our experience compared with laparotomic cholecystectomy].
Major bile ducts injuries during cholecystectomy were one of the most common complications, but they were becoming rare. With the introduction and the fast diffusion of laparoscopy their incidence has increased. For this reason we have reviewed our experience about open and laparoscopic cholecystectomy. We report 18 patients, 8 male and 10 female with age ranged from 27 to 73 years, with common bile duct injuries. Only three patients (20%) underwent surgery in our Department of Surgery of the University of Cagliari. Of these patients, two were operated on open and one laparoscopic cholecystectomy. They represent 0.08% and 0.36% of the respective groups. The most common cause of this complication is peritonitis (94.5%), followed by bleeding and congenital anomalies of the biliary tree, that were present in 5.5% respectively. The conversion to laparotomy was necessary in 3.9% of our patients, while residual choledocholithiasis in one patient was treated by laparotomic reexploration because of the unsuccessful ERCP. In summary in our opinion the prevention of this complication depends on appropriate indication and choice of the patients, as well as an adequate training. The ERCP, if indicated, must be done before laparoscopic cholecystectomy.